
To: Honorable Bryant L. Van Bmkle, 
Secretary, Federal Maritime 
commission 

Fax: 

From: AmWilkinson Date: 16 January 2004 

Re: pages: 

. 

DearSecretary Van Brakle, 

Wealesubmittingthesecommentsinslpport~the~ofN~lCustoms~~ 
and Forwarders Asscc&on of America, Inc. (‘NCBFAA”) for an exemption to eliminate tha 
requirement that NVOCCs file tarif ratesbrtheir cage shiprnants. Worldlink Logii, Inc., is an 
NVOCC vuith mtters at701 Cooper Road, Suite 7, Voorhses, New Jersey, 03043, USA. 
We have been operating in the U.S. hades as an NVCCC for 15.5 years. We have 16 employees 
and transported approximately 7500 shiients in the last year as an NVOCC. 

In our expaMce, NVGCC wsbmersdonotuseourtariffforanyreascn. Toobtaiirates 
hum our conrpany, or, indeed, from cur ccmpetikxs, customen simply call or email us wilh their 
shipmentinfofmatbnandmterequest ~theydonotlikeourlatesorlhecom~a(ionofourrates 

a 
and servbes for their shipments, they simply use ens of our NVOCC mmpetitors or a vessel 
operatorfortheircaqp. Infact,wearenotawareofanyarstomerthathasreferredtoourtariff 
within the past eight to ten years, or ever for that matter. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



;. ’ WeareawarethatseverallargeNVOCCshavefiledexemptionpetitionswiththe 
Commission mqueskng authorM& for NVOCCs -or at la& large NVOCCs - to enter into 
ptivatecomXen&lservidacontradswiththeirastamers. AHhdughwsuppottthegeneral 
pdnciplethatNVCXXsshouMbeabletoenterintoprivate contractuel arnmgernsnts v&h their 
customers just as tha vessel opwtors are abie to do in aM&ntiai service cd&acts, we believe 
the NCBFAA’s request to simply eliminate tariff rate filing mq&aments makes mti more sense 
for ths NVCCC industry. NVCCCs in the United States are subject to comprehensive regulatory 
supervision by the Commission as a condition of their liinses. Thus, there is no nead for 
NVCCCs to be re@ed to file their arstomer contra& with the Commission. Furlhar, NVOCC 
ratesaresubjedto~g,,competihle,,marketplacepressuresthatwgMeNVOCCafftomersto 
shop amund and obtain tha very bast deals. The Commission, themfom, has no nesd to monitor 
NVCCC rates. lf, on the other hand, NVCXXs are fourxd to be treating their customars unfairly, 

a 
tha Commissicn almady has full powers to inveskgate U.S. NVClCCs pursuant to its liising 
pcnwrs. Sinw unlkanssd, M?ignbased NVOCCs must use lkensed U.S. ocean transportation 
intennadiides as their agents, the Commission also has power to inve&gate their a&i&s 
throughraQawofthairagents’nxords. 

In sum, we are in complete agreement with the NCBFM’s poskion that tariff rate filing for 
NVGCCs should ba eliminated. No olher type oftransportakcn service pmvklar in and air, land, or 
Ocean industries is subject to mar&kxy rate filing rt?quimments, in&ding vessel opeting 
carriers who possess anMust immunity. The NVOCC industry -which is highly competitive and 
market driven- should, like air carriers, rail carders, ocean carriers, and air and tail intemwliiries, 
be able to make indiidual pricing arrangemants with their custbmers free from mandatory tatiff 
rate filing respcnsibilkies. 

Thank ycu for your consideration of our comments. 

Ann A. Wilkinson 
PreSidellt 
W&link Logiics, Inc. 
Directtelephcne: m 
Cell: 435901-0053 
Fax: 435-9400835 
ann.wilkin~worldnet.att.net 


